
{{Travel Companion for Kids}} At what 
age can a child fly alone on 
Southwest? 
Southwest Airlines 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), like most major 
carriers 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), has clear policies 
regarding the age at which a child can fly alone 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), as well as the services available for minors traveling without an 
adult. Understanding these rules is essential for families planning solo travel for children 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), as it ensures safety 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), compliance with airline regulations 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and a smoother travel experience. 
Southwest distinguishes between young children who require structured supervision and 
older children or teenagers who can travel independently 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), providing age-based guidance to balance freedom with protection. 

On Southwest Airlines 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), a child must 
be at least five years old to fly alone on a domestic flight. Children younger than this age 
are not permitted to travel without a parent 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), legal guardian 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), or another adult aged eighteen or older. This rule exists because very young children 
generally lack the emotional maturity 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), decision-making skills 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and 
practical ability to navigate airport procedures 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), follow safety instructions 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), or manage unexpected changes during travel. Southwest aims to 
protect these young travelers by requiring direct adult supervision 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), ensuring they are accompanied from 
check-in through boarding and arrival at their destination. 

For children between the ages of five and eleven 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Southwest requires enrollment in its unaccompanied minor service. 
This program provides structured supervision from airline staff throughout the travel process. 
When a parent or guardian books the flight 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), they are asked to provide detailed information about the adults 
responsible for dropping off and picking up the child. Southwest staff escort the child from 
the ticket counter through security 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
assist them with boarding 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and 
monitor their well-being during the flight. Upon arrival 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the child is released only to the approved adult whose information 
was provided during booking. This structured handoff helps ensure that children remain safe 
and accounted for at all times. 



Children who are twelve years old and older fall into a different category. Southwest 
generally considers them capable of traveling alone without mandatory enrollment in the 
unaccompanied minor program. However 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the airline still offers assistance services for families who prefer 
additional support for older children. For example 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), parents can request that staff check on the child during boarding or 
ensure they are seated in a convenient location with access to flight attendants. Although 
these older children can manage most travel procedures independently 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Southwest encourages parents to 
assess their child’s maturity 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
comfort with airports 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and familiarity 
with airline procedures before allowing them to fly solo. 

Booking a flight for a child on Southwest requires some additional steps beyond standard 
reservations. Parents or guardians must provide the airline with contact information for both 
the person dropping off the child and the adult designated to receive them. This ensures that 
Southwest can confirm identities 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
coordinate pickups 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and maintain 
safety throughout the journey. For children enrolled in the unaccompanied minor program 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), parents may also need to complete 
authorization forms at the airport on the day of travel. These forms typically include the 
child’s travel details 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), contact 
information 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and any special 
instructions that may be necessary for their care. 

Check-in procedures for children traveling alone on Southwest are more structured than for 
adult passengers. Parents or guardians are required to remain at the airport until the child is 
officially in the care of airline staff. This allows staff to manage any unexpected issues 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), such as last-minute itinerary changes 
or delays. For children enrolled in the unaccompanied minor program 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Southwest provides identification tags 
or wristbands that clearly display the child’s flight information and the names of authorized 
adults. These identifiers help staff quickly recognize and assist the child during boarding 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), flight 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and arrival procedures. 

Southwest places restrictions on the types of flights available for unaccompanied minors. 
Typically 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), these children are limited 
to nonstop flights to minimize the number of transitions and reduce potential stress. Some 
airlines allow connections for older children 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), but Southwest prefers direct flights to ensure smoother handoffs 
and reduce the likelihood of confusion or delays. Additionally 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Southwest recommends that families avoid scheduling overnight 
flights for younger travelers to help maintain a sense of comfort and stability throughout the 
journey. 

In-flight supervision is another key component of the unaccompanied minor experience. 
Flight attendants are trained to check on children periodically 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or 



+ 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), assist with basic needs 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and provide reassurance during the flight. While airline staff are not 
personal caregivers 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), their role is to 
ensure that the child remains safe and comfortable throughout the journey. Parents are 
encouraged to prepare their child by explaining flight procedures 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) 
or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), demonstrating how to ask for help 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) 
or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and providing small comforts 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), such as a favorite book 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), snack 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), or 
toy 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), to help the child feel secure. 

Fees are associated with the unaccompanied minor program on Southwest. These fees 
cover the additional staffing 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
coordination 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and administrative 
resources necessary to provide supervision from departure to arrival. While the cost is an 
added expense to the child’s ticket 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
it guarantees that trained airline personnel will be responsible for the child at every step of 
the journey. Parents often find this service invaluable for peace of mind 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), knowing that their child is being cared 
for and closely monitored. 

International travel introduces additional documentation requirements for minors flying alone. 
Southwest requires valid passports for children traveling outside the United States 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), regardless of age. In some cases 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), notarized letters of consent from the 
parents or legal guardians may also be required 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), particularly if the child is traveling with only one parent or with a 
non-parent adult. Southwest may refuse boarding if the required documentation is 
incomplete 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), emphasizing the 
importance of careful preparation for international trips. Parents should also research visa 
requirements and any country-specific entry regulations to ensure a smooth travel 
experience for their child. 

Airline policies also account for unexpected events such as delays or cancellations. In these 
situations 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Southwest staff prioritize 
the safety and supervision of unaccompanied minors 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), ensuring they are placed under the care of airline personnel until 
arrangements can be made. For example 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), if a connecting flight is delayed or the child cannot board as 
planned 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), staff will supervise the 
child in a secure area until travel resumes. This focus on safety and oversight reinforces why 
Southwest limits unaccompanied minors to certain flights and emphasizes direct supervision 
for younger travelers. 

Communication between the airline 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), the child 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and the parents is 
critical. Southwest provides updates to parents or guardians at key points 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), such as check-in 📞 



+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), departure 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) 
or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and arrival. Parents are encouraged to teach their child how to 
communicate effectively with airline staff 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), ask questions politely 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and 
seek assistance when needed. This dual approach ensures the child’s safety while helping 
them build confidence and independence during the travel experience. 

In conclusion 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the age at which a 
child can fly alone on Southwest Airlines reflects a careful balance between independence 
and structured supervision. Children under five are not permitted to fly alone 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), while those between five and eleven 
must use the unaccompanied minor program 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), which provides dedicated oversight from airline staff. Older children 
📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), twelve and above 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), may travel independently but can 
receive optional support if requested. By following Southwest’s rules 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), preparing the necessary 
documentation 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and assessing a 
child’s readiness for solo travel 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
families can ensure a safe 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), smooth 
📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and empowering journey for young 
travelers. The airline’s policies are designed to protect minors while giving families 
confidence that their child will be well cared for throughout the travel process. 
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