
[[Request My Travel Guide]] What 
documents does a minor need to fly 
Delta? 
When a minor flies with Delta Air Lines 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), the documents required depend on the child’s age 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), whether the flight is domestic or international 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and whether the child is traveling 
alone or with an adult. Delta follows federal aviation and border security requirements while 
also applying its own procedures to protect young travelers. Understanding what paperwork 
is needed ahead of time helps families avoid delays 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), confusion 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
or denied boarding at the airport. 

For domestic flights within the United States 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), minors are generally not required to present government issued 
photo identification. Delta follows federal guidelines that allow children to travel domestically 
using the reservation information provided by the accompanying adult or guardian. In most 
cases 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the child’s name on the 
ticket is sufficient for airport processing. However 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Delta strongly encourages families to carry some form of 
identification for the child 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
especially for older children or those traveling alone. A copy of a birth certificate 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), a school identification card 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), or a medical insurance card can help 
confirm identity if questions arise during travel. 

When a child travels with a parent or legal guardian on a domestic Delta flight 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the adult is responsible for presenting 
valid photo identification at check in and security. The child is processed as part of the 
adult’s reservation 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and no 
separate identity verification is typically required. That said 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Delta advises parents to ensure that the child’s full legal name 
matches the name on the ticket to prevent issues during boarding or in the event of flight 
changes. Carrying documentation that shows the relationship between the adult and child 
can be helpful 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), particularly in 
situations involving different last names. 

For children traveling without a 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK) 
parent or guardian under Delta’s unaccompanied minor service 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) 
or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), documentation becomes more structured. Delta requires 
completion of an unaccompanied minor form at the airport. This form includes the child’s 
travel details and the names and contact information of the adults responsible for drop off 
and pickup. The accompanying adult at departure must present valid photo identification 📞 



+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and the receiving adult at arrival must 
also show identification that matches the information provided in advance. Delta will not 
release the child to anyone who is not listed on the authorization form. 

Although unaccompanied minors are not required to carry photo identification for domestic 
flights 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), having supporting 
documents can be very useful. A copy of the child’s birth certificate or another official record 
that confirms identity and age can help airline staff resolve unexpected situations. Delta staff 
may request additional verification if there are name discrepancies 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), rebooking needs 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), or security concerns 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and having documentation readily 
available can make these interactions smoother. 

International travel requires more extensive documentation for minors flying with Delta. All 
children traveling outside the United States must have a valid passport 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), regardless of age. The passport must 
be in good condition and valid for the required period based on the destination country’s 
entry rules. Delta checks passport information before departure 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) 
or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and children without proper travel documents will not be 
allowed to board an international flight. 

In addition to a passport 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), many 
countries require additional paperwork for minors 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), especially when traveling with only one parent or without a parent 
at all. Delta advises families to carry a notarized consent letter from the non traveling parent 
or parents. This letter typically states 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK) that the child has permission to travel internationally with the accompanying adult or 
alone. Immigration officials in some countries may request this document to prevent child 
abduction or custody disputes 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and 
Delta may also request it before boarding if the situation requires clarification. 

For minors traveling internationally as unaccompanied passengers 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), documentation requirements are even 
more important. Delta requires the same unaccompanied minor forms used for domestic 
travel 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), along with passport details 
and any required visas. The adults listed for drop off and pickup must be clearly identified 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and their information must match the 
documents presented at the airport. If the destination country requires additional consent or 
custody documents 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), families must 
provide these before departure to avoid travel interruptions. 

Visas are another consideration for international travel. Depending on the destination 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), a minor may need a visa even if 
traveling for a short stay. Delta does not issue visas and is not responsible for determining 
eligibility 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), but airline staff will verify 
that all required entry documents are present before boarding. Parents should confirm visa 



requirements well in advance and ensure that the child’s passport and visa information 
match exactly with the airline reservation. 

Medical or special circumstance documentation may also be relevant in some cases. If a 
child has a medical condition that requires medication 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), parents may choose to carry a doctor’s note explaining the need 
for the medication 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), especially if it 
involves liquids or specialized equipment. While this is not a formal Delta requirement 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), it can help during security screening 
and in the event that flight crew need to assist the child during travel. 

In situations involving custody arrangements 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 
44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), Delta does not generally require legal custody papers for domestic 
travel 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), but having them can be 
helpful if there is a dispute or question at the airport. For international travel 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), custody documentation may be 
requested by immigration authorities 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 
(UK), and Delta recommends that families consult official government guidance for their 
destination. Airline staff may delay travel if required documents are missing or unclear 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), even if tickets have already been 
issued. 

Overall 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), the documents a minor 
needs to fly Delta depend on the nature of the trip and the child’s travel status. Domestic 
travel is relatively simple 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), with 
minimal documentation required 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), 
while international travel demands careful preparation and complete paperwork. Delta’s 
policies are designed to align with legal requirements and protect young travelers 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), but responsibility ultimately rests with 
parents and guardians to ensure that all necessary documents are ready before arriving at 
the airport. Careful planning and thorough preparation help ensure that a minor’s journey 
with Delta is smooth 📞 +1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), safe 📞 
+1-(877)-407-0188(US) or + 44-(808)-196-2756 (UK), and stress free. 
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