
{{Early↝Check-inHow}}  Does 
Southwest Let Seniors Board Early? 
Travelers often wonder if airlines provide special boarding privileges for senior passengers 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Southwest Airlines 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, one of the most popular carriers in the United States 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 
(𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, has a unique boarding system that differs from many traditional airlines 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Southwest does not have assigned seating; 
instead 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, they operate on an open seating policy 
where passengers choose their seats as they board 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. This system means that boarding position plays a crucial role in where you sit 
on the plane 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Many seniors naturally ask whether 
they receive priority boarding because of their age 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

While Southwest does not offer specific priority boarding for seniors 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 

𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, there are other 
options that can help make the boarding process more comfortable  
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. For example📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 

𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞Southwest allows pre-boarding for passengers who have a disability or 
require special assistance  📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

No 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seniors don't get automatic priority 
boarding on Southwest just for being seniors 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, but if they have a disability or need extra time/assistance 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, they can request preboarding by speaking 
with a gate or ticket agent 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, allowing them 
to board before Group A 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. For general early 
boarding 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seniors can use EarlyBird 
Check-In (paid) or check in exactly 24 hours before departure for better placement in 
the A/B/C groups 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞.  

The short answer is no 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Southwest Airlines does 
not automatically allow seniors to board early based solely on age 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 
(𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. All passengers are generally assigned a boarding group and position 
when they check in 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, which determines the order 
in which they enter the plane 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Boarding groups 
are labeled as A 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, B 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and C 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, with positions numbered from 
1 onward 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. This approach ensures a fair and 
organized boarding process for everyone 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, but it 
does not provide special privileges based on age 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, 
including for senior travelers 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 



Despite this 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, Southwest does make 
accommodations for passengers with special needs 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Seniors who require assistance with mobility or other disabilities may request 
early boarding through Southwest’s Customer Service or at the gate 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. These accommodations are intended to make travel safer and more 
comfortable 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, but they are not automatically given 
to all seniors 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. The airline encourages travelers 
who need assistance to notify the staff in advance so that appropriate arrangements can be 
made 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

Southwest’s boarding policy allows anyone to check in online 24 hours before the flight 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, which can help seniors improve their boarding 
position 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. By checking in as early as possible 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seniors can secure a boarding number closer to 
the front of their group 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. While this is not the same 
as age-based priority boarding 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, it gives travelers 
some control over seating choices 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Those who 
value early seating may also consider purchasing EarlyBird Check-In 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, a service offered by Southwest that automatically checks passengers 
in before the standard 24-hour window 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

In summary 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seniors cannot rely on age alone to 
board early on Southwest flights 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. The airline 
prioritizes fair boarding for all passengers while providing reasonable accommodations for 
those who genuinely need assistance 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Planning 
ahead 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, using online check-in 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and communicating any special requirements with the airline are the 
best ways for seniors to ensure a smooth travel experience 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does Southwest offer any boarding priority for passengers with disabilities?​
 Yes 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, Southwest Airlines provides early boarding 
for passengers who require assistance due to disabilities 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Seniors or others with mobility issues can request help when checking in or at 
the gate 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. The airline staff can allow these 
passengers to board ahead of the general boarding groups to ensure safety and comfort 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. This is not based on age but on documented or 
observable needs 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Passengers are encouraged to 
notify the airline in advance so staff can prepare wheelchairs 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, assistance 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, or seating arrangements 
if necessary 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Early boarding for disabilities helps 
maintain a smooth boarding process for all passengers 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 



What is EarlyBird Check-In 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and can seniors 
use it?​
 EarlyBird Check-In is a service Southwest offers to automatically check in passengers 
before the standard 24-hour check-in window 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. By 
using this service 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, travelers can secure better 
boarding positions 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, which improves seating 
choices 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Seniors can definitely use EarlyBird 
Check-In 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and it is especially helpful for those 
who want to board closer to the front 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. While it 
does not guarantee a specific seat 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, it increases 
the chances of better seating options 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. This paid 
service is optional 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, but many seniors and other 
travelers find it convenient for reducing boarding stress on busy flights 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

Can seniors request special seats on Southwest flights?​
 Southwest does not have assigned seating 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, so 
specific seat requests are not part of their standard boarding system 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. However 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seniors who 
require seating closer to the front due to mobility or medical conditions may request 
assistance at the gate 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Airline staff will do their 
best to accommodate these requests within safety and operational limits 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 
𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Otherwise 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, seating is 
determined by boarding position 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Checking in 
early or using EarlyBird Check-In can help seniors access more desirable seats 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. While Southwest’s open seating can be 
unpredictable 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, planning ahead allows seniors to 
choose comfortable seats without relying on assigned seating 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

Do seniors get discounts on Southwest flights?​
 Southwest Airlines does not have a dedicated senior discount program 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Ticket prices are generally based on fare type 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, travel dates 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and booking 
time 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Seniors looking for lower fares can monitor 
sales 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, use the Southwest Rapid Rewards 
program 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, or travel during off-peak times 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. While some airlines provide age-based discounts 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, Southwest’s pricing structure is primarily 
fare-driven rather than age-driven 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Planning 
ahead 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, booking flights early 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 
+𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and taking advantage of loyalty rewards are the most effective ways 
for seniors to save on travel costs 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Discounts for 
seniors are not automatically applied during booking 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 

Is it safe for seniors to travel on Southwest flights without early boarding?​
 Yes 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, traveling on Southwest without early 



boarding is generally safe for seniors 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. The airline 
accommodates passengers who need assistance 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, 
and cabin crews are trained to help anyone who might require extra support 
📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Seniors can board with their assigned group and 
still have access to overhead bins and available seating 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. Arriving at the airport early 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, checking 
in online 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and notifying staff of any special needs 
ensures a smooth boarding experience 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. While 
early boarding can make seating more convenient 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 
𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, it is not necessary for safety 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 (𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞, and 
Southwest’s policies support comfortable travel for all passengers 📞𝟏-𝟖𝟓𝟓-𝟗𝟕𝟏-𝟗𝟑𝟗𝟖 𝐨𝐫 +𝟒𝟒 
(𝟖𝟎𝟖) 𝟏𝟔𝟒-𝟐𝟕𝟖𝟕📞. 
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